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Landscaping and screening requirements for parking lots 

and other uses and site features are described in section 

295-405 of the City of Milwaukee Code of Ordinances. 

Section 295-405 is found within the general provisions, 

subchapter 4, of the cityôs zoning code.

The zoning code can be accessed online at:

city.milwaukee.gov/zoningcode

Questions about landscaping and screening requirements 

should be directed to:

Department of Neighborhood Services

Development Center

809 North Broadway

Milwaukee, WI 53202

(414) 286-8210

DevelopmentCenterInfo@milwaukee.gov

city.milwaukee.gov/permits

https://city.milwaukee.gov/zoningcode
mailto:DevelopmentCenterInfo@milwaukee.gov
https://city.milwaukee.gov/permits
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The City of Milwaukee values its many pedestrian-friendly 

neighborhoods and commercial districts and recognizes 

that an attractive and well defined public realm is critical 

to maintaining and enhancing the unique character of 

these places. 

The City also recognizes the growing need for more 

sustainable landscaping solutions to protect residents and 

property owners from the effects of intense rainfall events 

and to improve water quality in our streams, rivers and in 

Lake Michigan. 

Surface parking lots have a substantial impact on the 

quality of the urban environment, and appropriate 

landscaping is critical to mitigating their potential negative 

effects. Standards for parking lot landscaping are 

established as part of the City of Milwaukee Zoning Code 

to protect and enhance the aesthetic and environmental 

quality of the City.

Landscaping and screening standards include 

requirements for screening parking lots from public 

streets and properties in residential districts as well as 

overall parking lot landscaping. These standards are 

written to be flexible, attainable and easy to understand.

INTRODUCTION
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This guide is intended to serve as a resource for property 

owners, businesses, designers and contractors by 

illustrating and describing options for parking lot 

landscaping that meet the minimum requirements of the 

City of Milwaukee Zoning Code. 

A variety of options for meeting the standards exist in 

order to provide flexibility, as each site is unique and 

different solutions may be appropriate in different 

circumstances.

The guide is not intended to be inclusive of all standards 

found in the Cityôs zoning code, and users should refer to 

Section 295-405 of the City of Milwaukee Code of 

Ordinances for all applicable landscape standards. 

Additional standards related to parking lots, landscaping 

and stormwater management are found in other sections 

of the Code of Ordinances as well, and compliance with 

the landscaping standards in Chapter 295 does not 

assure compliance with other sections of the code. 

In any circumstance where this guide and the Code of 

Ordinances may be in conflict, the provisions of the code 

shall always apply.
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SCREENING  

FROM STREETS

Screening is required when a 

parking lot is adjacent to a public 

street.

Landscape elements between 

parking lots and streets help to 

define the public realm, enhance 

the appearance of commercial 

districts and mitigate the visual 

impact of parking lots in 

neighborhoods. 

Options for screening parking lots 

from streets are outlined on the 

following page. In each option, 

low-level plants and/or fences or 

walls provide a continuous edge 

below 3 feet in height, and closely 

spaced canopy trees provide a 

continuous edge above 6 feet in 

height. 
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OPTIONS FOR SCREENING PARKING LOTS FROM STREETS

OPTION A OPTION B OPTION C

Minimum width of 

landscape area
10 feet 5 feet none

Low-level

plants required

low shrubs, 

perennials and/or 

ornamental grasses

low shrubs, 

perennials and/or 

ornamental grasses

none

Canopy trees 

required

1 tree per 

20 linear feet 

1 tree per 

20 linear feet 

1 tree per 

40 linear feet

Fence/wall 

required
none

3-foot tall 

ornamental 

metal fence

3-foot tall

masonry wall
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The minimum number of low-level plants required is describe on page 32.



10 ft. wide landscape area

low shrubs, perennials 

and/or ornamental grasses

1 tree per 20 feet.

OPTION A OPTION B OPTION C

5 ft. wide landscape area

3 ft. tall ornamental metal 

fence 

low shrubs, perennials 

and/or ornamental grasses

1 tree per 20 feet.

3 ft. tall masonry wall

1 tree per 40 feet.

OPTIONS FOR SCREENING PARKING LOTS FROM STREETS
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SCREENING FROM PUBLIC STREETS 

OPTION A
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A continuous 10-foot wide landscape area between the parking 
lot and the street filled with closely spaced low shrubs, 
perennials and/or ornamental grasses and one canopy tree per 
20 linear feet.
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CANOPY TREES
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